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B Abstract

In the event of a reactor accident, debris plumes containing artificially produced radionuclides
could impose a great risk for the environment in distances far from the accident site.
Radionuclides can enter the marine environment through atmospheric deposits and runoffs from

terrestrial environment by rivers.

To evaluate the risk of radionuclides in marine systems, it is important to identify their physico-
chemical form (speciation). The speciation of radionuclides are dynamic and changes in
dissimilar water qualities e.g., in estuaries. Speciation of radionuclides will change by time and
transport in coastal water. In water, cesium (Cs) can be present as different species, where the

ions are more reactive and mobile than particles.

Utilizing numerical models as a tool to predict the atmospheric transport and deposition of
radionuclides in the event of nuclear accidents can be helpful in risk assessments and in
deciding where countermeasures are necessary. Such models are using the distribution
coefficient, K; as a basis to estimate the water-sediment distributions. The Ky is the ratio
between radionuclide concentrations in the particulate (Bgkg”’) and in the dissolved phase
(BqL™). Ky is site specific and depend upon the physico-chemical properties of both the
radionuclide and the water-sediment system. If the system change, the K; changes. Existing Ky
values are based on the assumption that equilibrium conditions are valid, but such systems are,

however, highly dynamic and more information about the dynamic changes are needed.

Recently, a numerical dispersion model was developed where speciation of Cs was included.
To improve the dispersion model, more information about the changes of Cs species as a
function of salinity and time are required. This master thesis provides such inputs to the
dispersion model by generating experimental data of time dependent changes in Cs speciation
by mixing freshwater with saline water and the use of gamma emitting '3*Cs and '3’Cs tracers
to follow the processes. The experiments simulate the transformation processes in mixing zones
that occur in the river outlet where fresh waters meet saline water. In the saline water, the ionic
composition differs greatly from the riverine fresh water, leading to an alteration of the water
chemistry, which again can change the radionuclide speciation, as well as components found in

the river water, e.g. particles and humic substances.

Water and sediment samples were retrieved from the river Storelva situated in Riser, in south

of Norway. The sorption of 13*Cs was studied by adding tracer to isolated riverine colloids and



clay. Further on, the riverine colloids and clay were studied as two compartment systems in

brackish water designed to investigate;

(1) the remobilization of '3*Cs associated with riverine colloids and sorption of '*’Cs
ions in saline water to riverine colloids as a function of increasing salinity and time
(i)  the remobilization of '3*Cs from clay and sorption of '3’Cs ions in saline water to
clay as a function of salinity and time. The brackish water had an increasing salinity

from 1 to 25 PSU (Practical salinity unit).
The compartment experiments lasted one month.

The Cs speciation was determined by utilizing size fractionation techniques at different
timelines and the tracer activity was measured by a Nal-detector (PerkinElmer 2480 automatic

gamma counter with wizard software).

The sorption of '34Cs to riverine colloids had inconsistencies, compared to the sorption to clay.
After 5 months only +5 % !'**Cs was associated with the colloidal fraction while for the clay

fraction, 99 % '34Cs was associated with the clay fraction. This experiment is still ongoing.

The remobilization of '**Cs from the riverine colloids was rapid in freshwater. As for '3’Cs

accompanied by the saline water, there was only a minor association with the riverine colloids.

The remobilization of 1**Cs from riverine clay was minimum at the lowest salinities (1, 3 and

5 PSU) and then increased with salinity and time.

The '*7Cs sorption to riverine clay was higher for the low salinities. The '3’Cs was, mostly

associated with the LMM fraction at high salinities.

The apparent K, obtained in this experiment was in the range of 73-215 Lkg™' for 1**Cs and 13-
54 Lkg! for 1¥7Cs, decreasing with increasing salinity in line with literature data. The transfer
rates, k, that describe the dynamic changes in transfer models, for both sorption and desorption
were in the same magnitude in brackish water with low and high salinity. In general, the
sorption rates (k/) seemed to decrease by salinity by a factor of 2, while the desorption rates

(k2) were not dependent upon salinity.



C Sammendrag

Ved hendelser som involverer reaktor ulykker kan antropogene radionuklider, som
transporteres til atmosfaren, utgjere en stor risiko for det marine miljoet ogsa pa store avstander
fra ulykkesstedet. Radionuklider kan tilfores det marine miljeet direkte ved atmosfzriske

avsetninger og ved avrenning fra terrestrisk miljo til elver.

Radionuklider kan foreligge som ulike tilstandsformer i vann, som lgste ioner, tilknyttet
kolloider eller partikler. For a evaluere risikoen med radionuklider i marine systemer er det
viktig & identifisere biotilgjengelighet og mobilitet til radionuklidene. Dette avhenger av
tilstandsformen, hvor ioner er mere reaktive og mobile enn partikler. Fordelingen av de ulike
tilstandsformene er avhengige av en rekke nekkelfaktorer og ved endring av disse
nekkelfaktorene sa vil tilstandsformene endres. Slike endringer finner sted for eksempel i
estuarier der ulike vannkvaliteter blandes. Fordeling av tilstandsformer 1 estuarier vil endre seg

som funksjon av tid og med okt innblanding av sjgvann.

Numeriske modeller er verktoy som blant annet kan benyttes for & simulere transport av
radionuklider. Slike modeller benyttes for a vurdere risiko, for eksempel etter en atomulykke
og for & vurdere hvor tiltak skal iverksettes. Slike modeller er basert pa informasjon om hvordan
radionuklidene vil fordele seg mellom vann og sedimenter, som uttrykkes ved fordelings
koeffisienten Ky Kq beskriver slik forholdet mellom partikulere og oppleste konsentrasjoner.
Den vil variere fra sted til sted og er avhengig av de fysiske-kjemiske egenskapene til bade
radionukliden og vann-sediment systemet. Ved endring av de vannkjemiske forholdene vil ogsa
K, endres. Eksisterende Ky verdier baserer seg pa at det foreligger likevekt. Men naturlige
akvatiske gkosystem er hoyst dynamiske og det er derfor behov for mer informasjon om

dynamikken i endringene.

Nylig ble det utviklet en spredningsmodell hvor tilstandsformene til Cs ble inkludert. For &
forbedre spredingsmodellene ytterligere er det behov for mer kunnskap om endringene i
tilstandsformene til Cs som en funksjon av saltholdighet og tid. Malet med denne master
oppgaven er & gi bidrag til utviklingen av spredningsmodeller, ved & generere eksperimentell
informasjon om tidsavhengige endringer i fordeling av tilstandsformene til Cs i vann av
varierende saltholdighet. Dette ble utfort ved & bruke '3*Cs og '3’Cs tracer i ulike blandinger
av ferskvann og sjevann. Forsgket simulerte endringene som skjer 1 blandingssonene i

elveutlop, der hvor ferskvann meter sjgvann. Det er spesielt den hoye ione-konsentrasjonen i



sjgvannet og at sjgvann har heyere pH enn ferskvannet som pavirker tilstandsformene til Cs i

en slik blanding.

Prover av vann og sediment ble hentet fra Storelva som ligger i Riser, sor i Norge. Sorpsjon av
134Cs ble studert ved 4 tilsette tracer til isolert kolloid- og leirefraksjon fra elven. Kolloid- og

leirefraksjonen ble studert i to separate systemer i brakkvann utformet for 4 undersoke;

(1) remobilisering av '*Cs assosiert med kolloidene og sorpsjon av '3’Cs-ioner i
saltvann til kolloidene som funksjon av gkende salinitet og tid.

(i)  (ii) remobilisering av '**Cs fra leire og sorpsjon av '3’Cs-ioner i saltvannet til leire
som funksjon av salinitet og tid. Brakkvannet hadde en gkende saltholdighet fra 1
til 25 PSU (praktiske salinitetsenheter).

Mobiliseringsstudiene varte 1 en maned.

For & bestemme tilstandsformene til Cs ble det benyttet fraksjonering med hensyn pé storrelse
pa fastsatte tidspunkt og tracer aktiviteten ble bestemt med en Nal-detektor (PerkinElmer 2480

automatic gamma counter with wizard software).

Det var stor forskjell i sorpsjon av '34Cs til kolloider og til leire i elvevannet. Etter 5 maneder
var kun £5% assosiert med den kolloidale fraksjonen mens for leire var hele 99% '**Cs assosiert

med leire. Dette sorpsjonseksperimentet pagéar fremdeles.

Remobilisering av '**Cs fra kolloidene var hurtig i ferskvann og sorpsjon av '37Cs fra saltvannet

til kolloidene var minimal.

Remobiliseringen av **Cs fra leire var minimal ved de laveste saltholdighetene (1, 3 og 5 PSU)

og okte deretter med okt saltholdighet og tid.

Det var heyere sorpsjon av '3’Cs fra saltvann til leire i brakkvann med lav saltholdighet. For

brakkvann med heyere saltholdighet var '37Cs for det meste assosiert med LMM fraksjonen.

Den tilsynelatende K, var i omrédet 73 - 215 Lkg™ for **Cs og 13 - 54 Lkg™' for '37Cs og avtok

som en funksjon av gkende saltkonsentrasjon pa lik linje som 1 litterere data.

Endringskoeffisientene, k, som forklarer de dynamiske endringene for bade sorpsjons og
desorpsjons var 1 samme storrelsesomrade for brakkvann med lav og moderat saltholdighet.
Generelt, avtok sorpsjonsratene (k/), grunnet saltholdighet med en faktor pa 2, mens

desorpsjonsratene (k2) viste ingen endringer grunnet saltholdighet.

Vi



Index

A
B
C
1

2

PTEEACE ... ettt ettt et e ettt e et e e bt e et eeeanneeen I
W 013 ¢ Tt AU I
SAMIMENATAZ ....e.vviiieeiiie e et ettt e sttt e e ettt e e eibaeeessetbeeeesstsaeesasssseeeassseeesassssaeeassssseessnssseeeanes A%
INEFOAUCTION ...eeiiit ettt ettt ettt e ettt e st e e eaaeesataeesnbeeeenseeensseaeseeeanseeennseaans 1
1.1 Goal fOr MASEET TRESIS .....vieeiiieeiie ettt ettt e et e et e et eeneeeenaeeneeas 3
BaCKGIOUNG. ...ttt et e ettt et e et e et a e e saseeeenteeesbeeeseeeeseeennneeens 4
2.1 ESTUATIES ..ottt et et e ettt e et e ettt e et e e st e eent e e e st e e easee e e st e e enneeeenteeanseeenneas 4
2.2 Properties Of COSIUM ......c..uiiiiiiiiieeeiie ettt et ettt e etee ettt e ettt e et e e saseeeenaeeenseeeenseeenneeeneeas 4
2.3 Size and charge fractionation teChNIQUES..........ccueeiiiieiiiieeiiie et 5
24  Binding of Cs to clay and COlloids..........cccuiieiiriiiieiiiiie ettt ee e enes 6
B B b ¥ 1 () i ¢ 1 S PO PU PR 7
2.6 Distribution cOeffICient, Kd ........oooiiiiiiieiiei e 9
Materials and Method...........eiiiiiiiiii e e 11
3.1 SOUICES. ..ttt ettt et e st sat e et e et e st e et eeaeeas 11
3.2 Isolation and concentration of COLOIAS .......c.uieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecie e 13
3.3 Isolation and concentration Of ClaY........ccc.cceiviiiiiiiiiiiee e 13
3.4  Preparation of eXperimental Watl.........cccveeeieviiieiiiiiieeeiiieeeeiirieeesireeeeesireeeesiraeeeeerseeeanes 14
34.1 Riverine water from StOrelVa ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiii e 14
342 ATHTICIAl TIVETINEG WALET.....eiiiiii ittt eeeeeneees 14
343 SAIINE WALET ....evieiiiieiiie ettt et e et e et e e a e e et e e seteeensbeesnnaeeensseennseeennns 15
3.5  Sorption of Cs tracer to riverine colloidal and Clay fraction ...........cccocceeerieiniiiiniiiineenne. 15
3.6  Mixing of riverine colloids with brackish Water ..............ccccveriiiiiiiiiicie e, 16
3.7  Mixing of riverine clay with brackish Water.............ccocoviriiiiiiiiiei e 18
3.8  Determination of stable Cs and radioCeSIUML..........ccueeeriieiciireriie e 18
3.9 Data handling .........coeiiciiiiiiiiiie ettt e e et e e e s e e et e e e e stbaeeeearaaeeenraaaeane 19
39.1 Calculation of activity obtained by the Nal detector ..........ccccceevevveieiriiireeniiee e, 19
392 Data @NALYSIS.....uvviieiriiieeeeiiieeeriite e eeire et e e et e e et e e e e traae e e ttbeeeearaaaeeenntaaeeeannees 20
Results and diSCUSSION........couiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e ettt e ettt e etee e e eeeeneeas 21
4.1 Traceability and PreCISION .......cuuiieiriiireerciiiieercieeeeertee e et ee e e reeeesebaeeeeerbeeessesseeessnnreeens 21
T 1<) o] 113 111 1 USRS 22
43 134Cs activity sorption to rivering Colloids ..........couieriiiiiiiiiiiiieiie e 22
44  Salinity dependent remobilization of 134Cs from riverine colloids...........cccceevverriirennnnnne. 24
4.5 Salinity dependent sorption of 137Cs ions to riverine colloids...........cceevereriiiinirenienenen. 27
4.6  134Cs activity SOrption t0 riVerine Clay .........ccoccuiiiiiiiiiiiieiii e 28
4.7  Salinity dependent remobilization of 134Cs from riverine clay...........cccoevvereniireiirenenenne. 29
4.8  Salinity dependent sorption of 137Cs 10NS t0 ClaY ....evvviieriiiiieeiiiiiee e 33



4.9  Size distribution dependent UPON SOUICE .........ccvvereerureeeerrrieeeeriirereesireeeesserreeesssreeessssseeens 36

4.10 Apparent Kd as a function of SAliNity ...........ceeveuviieereiireeiiiie e e e e e e e eereees 36
T O B b ¥ 1 T (o) A 2 Y TSRS 40
SOUICES OF CITOTS .....eeeeeiieeiie ettt ettt ettt e ettt e et e e aaeeeteeeenseeesaeeanbeeeanseeenseeanseeeanseeennes 41
Suggestion to further INVEStIZAtIONS ........c..ieiciiieiiie ettt eee e e etee et e e e sreeeeneee e 43
COMCIUSION ...ttt ettt ettt et e ettt e et e et e ettt e et ee e ateeeaseeeenseeenseeenssaesnseeeanseeansaeennseeennneens 44
7.1  Assessments of the RYPOthESIS ......cccuiiiiiiiiiiieiie e 44
RETEICIICES ...ttt ettt et e et e ettt e et e e bt e e ent e e e eaeeeeanseeenneeas 46
F N 0053 16 £ USRS 52
9.1 Appendix A - Experimental weights clay..........ccccccvvirciiiiiniiiieiiice e 53
9.2  Appendix B — Experimental weights colloids.........c.uuvivriiiiiiiiiiiieiiiie e 59
9.3  Appendix C — ACtIVILY 1N ClaY.....ccuviiiiiiiie ettt e e e rea e e e raeeeenes 65
94  Annex D: Activity in COIOTAS .....eiiiiiiiiiiieiie e 71
9.5  Appendix E — Clay CONENT.......c.uiiiiiiiiie ettt et et e e e e 77
9.6  Appendix F: Distribution coefficient, Kd ............cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiicce e 78
9.7  Appendix G: - Determination of transformation rates ............cccceeeevervreeenivieeeiririeeeesneeeeenns 80

VI



1 Introduction

Radionuclides can enter the marine environment through atmospheric deposits and runoffs from
terrestrial environment by rivers. In the event of a reactor accident, debris plumes containing
artificially produced radionuclides could impose a great risk for the environment in distances
far from the accident site. This was demonstrated by fallout from the Chernobyl accident in
1986. The accident resulted in deposition of large fuel particles, with variable radionuclide
composition, within a 30 km zone with respect to the plant, while small-sized particles were

identified up to 2000 km from the site (Devell et al., 1968; Salbu, 2000). The Chernobyl

accident resulted in large deposits of radiocesium in central Norway, especially in mountainous

areas like Valdres and Jotunheiemen (Baranwal et al., 2011; Skuterud et al., 2014). Other

sources to artificially produced radionuclides transport to the marine environment are global
fallout from nuclear weapons testing and discharges from radioactive waste and nuclear

facilities like Cap de Haag in France or Sellafield and Dounreay in the UK (UNSCEAR, 2000).

In water, cesium (Cs) can be present in different physico-chemical forms having different
properties, where the ions are more reactive and mobile than particles. The transfer of
radionuclides are such highly dependent upon speciation where the radionuclide ions are most

bioavailable (Salbu, 2004). Information regarding speciation is essential for risk assessments

(Salbu, 2016). To evaluate the risk of radionuclides in marine systems, it is important to identify
the size distribution of radionuclides. The speciation of radionuclides are, however, dynamic
and changes with changing water qualities e.g., in estuaries where freshwater rivers enters salt

water. Speciation of radionuclides will change by time and transport in coastal water.

The distribution coefficient, Ky, is site specific and depends on the physico-chemical properties
of both the radionuclide and the water-sediment system. If the system change, the K, is affected

(P. Ciffroy et al., 2001). The changes can be related to the speciation of the radionuclide or an

alteration in the water-sediment chemistry, such as salinity alterations in an estuary.

Numerical models exist to predict the transportation and fate of radionuclides in the marine

environment (e.g., Perianez et al., 2016a; Simonsen et al., 2017; Vives i Batlle et al., 2018).

Utilizing models, as a tool to predict the atmospheric transport and deposition of radionuclides
in the event of nuclear accidents, can be helpful in deciding where countermeasures could be
needed. Therefore, generic and operationally available preparedness models for marine

radionuclide contamination are necessary for fast-response in emergencies (e.g., Duffa et al.,




2016). Such models are using distribution coefficients (Ky) as a basis to estimate the water-
sediment distributions. Existing Ky values assume that equilibrium conditions are valid, but
such system is, however, highly dynamic and more information about the dynamic changes are
needed. When non-equilibrium conditions exist, the apparent K can be used (Strandring et. al.,

2002).

In previous models the speciation of the radionuclides have often been ignored (e.g., Karcher
et al., 2004; Orre et al., 2010; Tsumune et al., 2013; Simonsen et al., 2017). As the speciation

of radionuclides are important to assess the overall environmental consequence of an accidental

release, this has become more common to include in models (Aldridge et al., 2003; Smith et al.,

2003; Kobayashi et al., 2007; Choi et al., 2013). However, to incorporate the speciation into

models still has some gaps in knowledge, as these processes are not yet fully understood (Salbu,

2016). Recently, a transfer model was developed, where speciation of Cs was included

(Simonsen et. al., 2019). The study was based on a hypothetical accidental release of Cs from
HAL - storage tanks (High Activity Liquor) at Sellafield in UK during a storm as the main
contributor to the model. The scenario included deposited Cs on land, and subsequent run-off

by rivers to the marine environment.

Simonsen has also developed a transport model of trace metal species in the Sandnesfjord

(Simonsen et. al, 2019). The model incorporated element speciation, based on measured

distribution of aluminum speciation as a function of time and distance from the outlet of the
freshwater river Storelva into the Sandnesfjord.

In general, the transport model was able to reproduce the distribution of trace metal
concentration and speciation in coastal waters. However, the study showed that the model had
improved if background levels of trace metals, originating from the coastal water, were
included, as this lead to an underestimation of the trace metal concentration. The model also
overestimated the near-surface vertical mixing, resulting in an under estimation of the trace
metal in surface waters. In addition, the model showed a good correlation between the measured
and estimated distribution of trace metal species during low-flux periods. While a weaker
correlation between the predicted surface salinity and total trace metal concentration during
high-flux periods were recognized. The study proved that by including the changes in metal
speciation (transfer rates), the prediction of the distribution of total contaminant and

concentration levels of element species where improved.



At current time, there is few such data available for Cs and more information is highly needed
about the changes of Cs speciation as a function of salinity and time to improve the transfer
models. This master thesis provides such inputs to the dispersion model by generating
experimental data of time dependent changes in Cs speciation by mixing freshwater with saline
water and the use of gamma emitting '**Cs and '3Cs tracers to follow the processes. Both the
remobilization of Cs from colloidal and particulate material transported by the river as well as
the sorption of Cs in marine environment was investigated. The experiments simulated the
transformation processes in mixing zones that occur in the river outlet where fresh waters
encounter saline water. The Cs speciation information was obtained by utilizing size

fractionation techniques at different timelines.

1.1 Goal for master thesis

The overall goal for this master thesis is to establish information on the transfer of Cs species
in fresh waters to coastal areas. Hence, the work will focus on the dynamic water-sediment

distribution coefficients and transfer-rates of Cs species as a function of salinity and time.
The hypotheses is:

HO: The distribution coefficient (Ks) of Cs between radioactivity in water and sediment is

dynamic and dependent on salinity and will vary in brackish water with increasing salinity.

H1: Remobilization of Cs from riverine colloids and particles is more prominent for the marine

transport than sorption of Cs to surfaces in saline waters.



2 Background

2.1 Estuaries

Estuaries, defined as a semi-enclosed coastal body and a mixing zone, have connection to the
open sea. In estuaries, saline water dilutes with fresh water due to run-off from land drainage

(Pritchard, D.W., 1967). In general, estuaries have a regular variation of low to high salinity

concentrations when moving from river-outlet to the open sea. The variations in salinity is both
horizontal and vertical, where the salinity occasionally increases by depth as an effect of higher
density of saline water. Seasonal changes due to ice melting, floods, wet and dry periods e.g.

will affect the arrangement in the estuary (vanLoon G.W. & Duffy S.J., 2011). In estuaries, the

concentration of several trace metals and radionuclides decrease due to an increase in salinity
and by dilution through saline water with lower concentrations of trace metals (Simonsen et.

al., 2017).

2.2 Properties of cesium

In nature, Cs is present as the stable '33Cs isotope. In addition, Cs exist as **Cs and '*’Cs

radioactive isotopes. '**Cs and '*’Cs, both gamma emitters, are fission products from nuclear

power plants and have a half-life of 2 and 30 years respectively (Dietz et. al., 1963). Cs can be
present as large entities like fragments or particles (>0.45 pm) or as simple Cs-ions. The
Chernobyl accident resulted in large deposits of both '**Cs and '*’Cs across Europe (OECD
1996: CEC, 1998).

Cesium is very soluble and the mobility of both 3*Cs and '*’Cs in marine environments are
highly dependent on contact time between the radionuclide and the sediments (Berrentzen P.

Salbu B. 2002; e.2. Oughton, Barretzen, Salbu & Tronstad, 1997). The fate of Cs in freshwater

and the marine environment depend on the physico-chemical properties of the radionuclide and
the physical, chemical and biological composition of the water. The physico-chemical
properties of radionuclides are their molecular mass, interacting ligands, crystallographic
structure, oxidation state, charge properties and magnetic properties. The composition of water
like the salinity, the content of complexing organic and inorganic ligands like carbonates, the
pH and the redox state will influent the speciation of the radionuclide (Salbu 2000b; Salbu et
al., 2004b).

The physico-chemical speciation of Cs is dependent on many influencing factors in fresh

water, as well as in coastal and marine water. Trace metals and radionuclides can be present



as, either, particles, high molecular masses like colloids or low molecular masses (LMM) like

simple ions (Salbu, 2009). Due to their size (>0.45um) and high density, particles will most

likely undergo sedimentation in the water phase. Particles will not easily bioaccumulate in
organisms. However, particles can be retained in bottom dwelling and filter feeding

organisms like mussels, and bioaccumulate (Jaeschke ez al., 2015; Borretzen and Salbu,

2009). Particles associated with sediments can remobilize due to weathering, hence become

bioavailable and induce ecosystem transfer by time (Kashparov et al., 1999). Colloids are

smaller (<0.45 um — 10 kDa), due to this colloids will not settle and are kept in solution. The
low molecular masses (LMM) are small (<10 kDa), mobile, bioavailable and easily taken up

in organisms. LMM is the speciation of most concern, as they will bioaccumulate in biota and

can interfere with normal homeostasis within the cells of an organism (Teien et al., 2006).
Especially the reactive LMM species absorbs in specific tissues and target organs through

external body exposure or through contaminated food or water (Carvalho, 2018).

Estuaries where freshwater enter coastal water are in non-equilibrium conditions and are

dynamic systems, meaning they will change over time (Peridfiez et al., 2018). Thus, in coastal

water, the speciation of radionuclides such as Cs will change by time. LMM can aggregate
and turn into colloids, or radionuclides associated with colloids or particles can remobilize to
LMM species due to the presence of competing ions in saline water. In general, the
remobilization of radionuclides associated with riverine particles or colloids increase in line
with the salinity. This may lead to a higher concentration in LMM species locally, even

though there is a high degree of dilution in estuaries (Teien et al., 2006; Machado et al., 2016;

Sanial et al., 2017). In such mixing zones the speciation is highly dependent on the properties

of the recipient water (pH, humic content, presence of competing ions, salinity, currents,

water flow (river) and waves (ocean) e.g.) (Salbu, 2000b).

2.3 Size and charge fractionation techniques

Size and charge fractionation techniques can distinguish between radionuclide species in water.
These techniques are applicable for trace metals as well. Using size and charge fractionations
techniques in water, before determination of the radionuclides in collected fractions, can
provide information about the speciation of radionuclides present in water and their physico-

chemical properties (Salbu, 1985).




2.4 Binding of Cs to clay and colloids

The characteristics of sediments influence the degree of Cs-binding. In the contraire to sand

and silt, clay is highly reactive due to a large surface area (Rose, 2005). Clay minerals offers

many binding sites for Cs and the degree of binding are dependent on factors like the presence
of competing ions (K*, Na*, Ca?") and the sorption time. Radiocesium can a) sorb to the clay
surface and planar sites and is easily exchangeable with other ions in general, b) sorb to wedge
sites and is exchangeable with cations of similar size and charge, or c) sorb to interlayer clay

sites where cesium is not readily exchanged, hence, regarded as fixed (Evans, Alberts Clark I11,

1983). According to Berretzen, P. and Salbu, B. (2002) the planar sites on the clay surfaces are
considered “reversible binding sites”, the wedge sites on the clay mineral are considered as
“slowly reversible binding sites” and the interlayer sites on the clay mineral are considered as

irreversible binding sites (figure 1) (Bgrrentzen P., Salbu B. 2002).

| Clay
mineral
¥ ¥ 3
Sorption to Sorption to Sorption to wedge
v surface, reversible interlayer, sites, slowly
Freeionin bound irreversible reversible bound
solution bound

FIGURE 1 CESIUM SORPTION TO CLAY MINERAL BY SORPTION TO WEDGE SITES, SORPTION TO
SURFACE AND SORPTION TO INTERLAYER. THE DEGREE OF BINDING DEPENDS ON TIME,

COMPETING IONS, PH, SALINITY. FIGURE REPRINT FROM BORRENTZEN AND SALBU 2002.

Clay minerals can be present in the water phase due to erosion (storm, flood e.g.) or in the
sediment bed. When riverine clay minerals, contaminated with radiocesium, transports to the
ocean, the changes in salinity will affect the binding sites and Cs can remobilize to the water

phase. Since ion exchange is prevailing on the clay mineral (Cornell, R. 1993), competing ions

in saline water will exchange sites with Cs.



Dissolved organic matter, like humic material (HM) or colloids, in freshwater systems origins
primarily from plant or microbial residues. Colloids suspended in lakes or rivers will not
aggregate, due to repelling forces of the similar net charge on the colloid, resulting in long

lasting suspension of colloids (vanLoon G. W. & Duffy J. D., 2011). However, in the presence

of'ions with suitable charge, ions will undergo sorption to the colloids, providing with an overall
net zero charge; hence, colloids act as transporting agents in natural water systems ( Kersting et

al., 1999; Salbu, 2000; Novikov et al., 2006). In estuaries, where riverine colloids enters high

saline water, they aggregate due to the high levels of the competing ion, Na+, hence increasing
their size and density. Due to this and the general decrease of the river water flow, observation

of sedimented colloids in estuaries are common (vanLoon G. W. & Dufty J. D., 2011). Cs

adsorbs to colloids through ionic and covalent bonds (Figure 2).

HM —COO Cs*

FIGURE 2 CS BONDED TO HUMIC MATERIAL
(HM) BY ELECTROSTATIC FORCES (VANLOON
G.W. & DUFFY J. D., 2011).

The strength of the interaction between metals and humic material depends on the properties of
the metal, number of binding sites on the colloid and HM functional groups available for
complexing reactions, pH and the presence of other competing ions. In estuaries, where high
levels of competing ions are present, since Cs is monovalent ions they are generally desorbed,
especially in the presence of AI’* ions, which is a trivalent ion whom tend to be strongly bonded

to humic material (vanLoon G. W. & Duffy J. D., 2011).

2.5 Transfer rate

To interpret the speciation in dispersion models, Simonsen developed new equations where the

dynamic changes in the system are included (Simonsen et. al. 2019). The equations builds on

the theory that a specie transfers into another specie during a time step, referred to as dynamic

transfer rates (e.g., Periafiez, 2005). High transfer rates indicate rapid transfer processes, and

low transfer rates indicate a slower specie transformation.



The transfer rate is the quantity of the concentration transferred to another specie in a given
time. Figure 3 illustrates the transformation processes between ions and particles, assuming

only reversible sorption. Where desorption, are also referred to as remobilization.

Sorption |

k12 Particle-
Dissolved —

Desorption bound

k21

FIGURE 3 A SIMPLIFIED SYSTEM INVOLVING THE DISSOLVED AND THE PARTICLE-BOUND SPECIES

ILLUSTRATING THE TRANSFORMATION PROCESSES (FIGURE REPRINTED FROM PERIANEZ, 2012)

The transfer rates are calculated by equation 1 and 2. Equation 1 and 2 assumes reversible
processes and incorporates the dynamic changes in the system. This gives one equation for the

dissolved species (LMM (Cy), and one for the particle-bound species (Cp).

aCy

? = ade + dlffw - klZCW + klszp (1)
a(mcC,) ]

TR adv, + diff, + ki,Cy, — kyymCy,  (2)

K> and k; are the transfer rates for sorption and desorption respectively, m is the mass
density of suspended particulate mass (SPM) in the water column and adv.,,, and diff.,, are
the convergence of advective and diffusive terms for the dissolved and the particle bound

fractions. In a closed system the adv,,, and diff.,, will be zero.

Transfer rates utilized in previous models on the distribution of Al-species in the estuaries in

Sandnesfjord (Simonsen et. al., 2018) for both sorption (k/2) and desorption (k21) were in the

range of 1x10s/ to 1x107° s”/ where sorption rates decreased with an increasing salinity and
desorption rates increased with increasing salinity. However, these are transfer rates for

aluminum with other element properties than Cs and a direct comparison should emphasis



carefulness. Nonetheless, the changes in the transfer rates due to salinity are eligible for

comparing.

Periafiez (2012) has also calculated sorption rates for Cs, these rates were in the range
1.0x107 s/

2.6 Distribution coefficient, K,

In the marine environment, radionuclides are distributed between the dissolved phase and the
particulate phase, the fate and bioavailability strongly depends on this distribution and on the

strength of the radionuclide association (P. Ciffroy et al., 2001). The distribution is

characterized by the distribution coefficient (Kz). The Ky is the ratio between the particulate and

the dissolved concentration and is time dependent.

If radionuclides are released to freshwater or saline water from the soil or sediment, the

theoretical mobility will depend on the K;(Equation 3).

concentration of radionuclide in soil /sediment

K; = 3
d concentration of radionuclide in water ®)

Analysis of contaminated surface sediments and water collected in the field or kinetic model
experiments using tracers can provide information about the Ky (Skipperud et al., 2000a;

Skipperud et al., 2000b; Salbu, 2000b). The Ky is unique for each radionuclide and will vary

according to the salinity, pH and temperature in the water and likewise the components in the

soil and sediment. The Ky is highly site specific, and will vary in different locations.

Low K, values indicate that the element of interest is mobile, conservative or non-reactive,
whereas high K, values indicates that the element is particle-reactive or non-conservative.
IAEA (2004) recommend K, values, however the uncertainties regarding these K, values should
not be neglected. Ky is obtained when a state of equilibrium is achieved (IAEA 2004). The state
of equilibrium is hard to obtain in the environment, as systems are in constant changes due to
natural weathering processes. Therefore, in practice, such conditions are hardly ever obtained,

and the equilibrium distribution is not very useful in model applications (Periafiez et al., 2018).

The apparent K4, defined as a distribution coefficient under non-equilibrium conditions can



provide information about an expected area where the distribution coefficient would reach

equilibrium at a given time and salinity (Strandring et. al., 2002).

Based on reported K, values, Cs is considered particle reactive (K; = 2.9 x10*Lkg™! (IAEA,
2010)) in freshwater, meaning that Cs will interact with other components in the water phase.
In saline water, Cs is considered less particle reactive as the Ky is lower (K; = 2 x103 Lkg™!

(IAEA, 2004)). When Cs enters the ocean, particle reactivity decrease as a direct result of the

presence of competing ions.
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3 Materials and Method

This method covers the remobilization of Cs from riverine colloids and clay studied in a
controlled laboratory experiment. The colloids and clay were added water of different salinity
(brackish water), thus simulating river outlet into brackish water. In addition, sorption of Cs
from saline water to colloids and clay in the brackish water were studied. The remobilization

and sorption experiments were performed using **Cs and '3’Cs as tracers simultaneously.

The riverine colloids and clay were studied as two separate compartment systems in brackish

water. Two compartment systems were established designed to investigate;

(1) the remobilization of '3*Cs associated with riverine colloids and sorption of '*’Cs
ions in saline water to riverine colloids as a function of increasing salinity and time
(i)  the remobilization of **Cs from clay and sorption of '*’Cs ions in saline water to
clay as a function of salinity and time. The brackish water had an increasing salinity

from 1 to 25 PSU (Practical salinity unit).

The remobilization experiment lasted one month, whereas the sorption experiment had a one-

year timeline. The latter is still an ongoing experiment.

3.1 Sources

The sampling area chosen for this master thesis was the River Storelva situated in Riser,
Aust-Agder in south of Norway. Storelva is part of the Vegéirvassdraget and runs out into the
Sandnesfjord. The Storelva is approximately 13 kilometers long. Due to acidification,
Storelva has been limed since 1983, the river still has some variables in pH (Norwegian

Environmental Agency, 2016). Figure 4 shows a map of the area and the sampling site.
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FIGURE 4 STORELVA RUNS OUT INTO SANDNESFJORD. STORELVA IS MARKED WITH BLUE LINE

AND THE SAMPLING SITE FOR WATER AND SEDIMENTS MARKED WITH RED.

Sediment and water samples were collected upstream the outlet of the river Storelva in
November 2018. The river water was sampled filling 25 L containers directly from the river. A
grab was used to retrieve the sediments. Several grabs of sediments from the same site were

transferred to a 5 L bucket. Both water and sediments were stored dark at 4°C prior to use.

By retrieving sediments and riverine water from Storelva, the hypothesis could be tested. By
adding the tracer '3*Cs to the riverine sediments and applying brackish water with different
salinities, the speciation of the tracer would most likely change. The '37Cs tracer added to the
saline water illustrated the sorption of Cs ions from the saline water to riverine sediments.
Utilizing size fractionations, the speciation of the tracers were followed over time. Information
regarding the distribution of the tracers provided information about K; given at different

salinities as well as sorption rates.
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3.2 Isolation and concentration of colloids

A 0.45um High Capacity In-Line Groundwater Sampling Capsule
excluded particles from the Storelva riverine water before further G wv

Lot No. FW4523

processing (Figure 5). The colloidal fraction present in riverine water T

High ¢ ty In-Lin¢
gl apacity CIF:

G':""dwater Sampling ©%
©d.No. 12178, 12179 and 15
(1ea) (10ea)

hence removing the LMM fraction. Using this method reduced 8L 0.45 um

was prepared by recycling the water through a 10 kDa hollow-fiber

Pall Covpo'am:
riverine water to 800 mL colloidal suspension. Standard curve for
.. . . \
determination of Total Organic Concentration (TOC) was made
based on samples measured in a TOC analyzer (TOC-V cpn, _

FIGURE 5 0,45 uM FIBER
USED FOR EXCLUDING

photometric (UV-1800 spectrometer, Shimadzu) towards this curve. PARTICLES.

Shimadzu), and the concentrated colloidal fractions were measured

3.3 Isolation and concentration of clay

Clay fraction from the Storelva sediments were isolated at the Isotope lab at Asusing a modified
in-house method developed by A.O. Stuanes (NLH, 1998). Figure 6 illustrates the steps in this

procedure.

First, a 2 mm sieve removed the gravel and plant debris, leaving the sand, silt and clay fraction.
Second, a 0.63 mm sieve removed the sand fraction. Sedimentation due to Stokes law removed
the silt fraction. The water-clay suspension was transferred to a bottle before the clay
suspension was concentrated by flow through a 10 kDa hollow-fiber. 2 L of the clay suspension

was concentrated down to 800 ml by removal of the water in LMM-fraction.

To determine the mg clay present in the clay suspension 3 parallels of each 1 ml was pipetted
and dried at 60°C in approx. 2 h, and then the weight was determined by an analytical balance
with an accuracy of 0.001 g. This gave the mg clay / ml clay-suspension. Appendix E contains

the experimental weights.
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FIGURE 6 THE ISOLATION OF CLAY FROM THE SEDIMENTS. (1) SIEVES
ISOLATES THE CLAY AND SILT FRACTION (2 AND 3), SEDIMENTATION BY
STOKES LAW (4) AND FLOW THROUGH HOLLOW-FIBER WITH REMOVAL OF THE

LMM FRACTION (5) TO CONCENTRATE THE CLAY SUSPENSION (6).

3.4 Preparation of experimental water

3.4.1 Riverine water from Storelva

Conductivity and pH were measured. The pH meter (WTW Multi 3401 with pH electrode Sentix
41) was calibrated daily using buffers at pH 4.01 and pH 7.00. Conductivity was determined by
means of the WTW Multi3401 with a TetraCon electrode. The major cation and stable Cs

concentrations were determined using ICP-MS (Agilent 8900, Japan).

3.4.2 Artificial riverine water

Using artificial river water in the experiment ensured low levels of TOC. The ionic composition,
pH and conductivity of riverine Storelva water was analyzed using ICP-MS. Artificial riverine
water mimicked the ion composition and concentration of the riverine Storelva water. A stock
ion solution (100 times concentration of Storelva) was diluted using Type II purified water, and

was then measured for pH and conductivity to achieve the same as the Storelva riverine water.
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The artificial riverine water was the washing agent for the marked clay and colloidal

suspension, and a component to make the brackish water.

3.4.3 Saline water

Saline water retrieved from NIVA MF Solbergstranda in the Oslofjord (experimental collected
at 40 m depth), had a salinity at 31.9 PSU (Practical Salinity Unit). A 0.45um filter and a 10
kDa hollow-fiber removed particles and HMM organic matter in the saline water. This left the
LMM fraction in the saline water for experimental use and ensured minor influence from
organic matter within the experiment. The saline water contributed to making the gradient

brackish water in the experiment.

3.5 Sorption of Cs tracer to riverine colloidal and Clay fraction

The use of radioactive tracers gained information about the distribution of species in the system.
Whereas, **Cs and '*’Cs tracers were added to the clay and colloidal (HMM) suspension and

the saline water, respectively.

Before using radioactivity in experiments, a BAT (Best Available Technique) and a RAV (Risk
and Vulnerability Analysis) were performed to justify the use of radioactivity, and to ensure

good laboratory practice and waste control.

The '34Cs tracer was added the riverine colloidal and clay fractions according to table 1. The

Cs tracers were added as Cs-ions from a weak acid tracer solution.

Table 1: Overview of total amount of suspensions and the nominal activity added each

suspension.

Suspension Total volume of suspension (mL) Activity of **Cs (Bq)
Colloidal 800 18100

Clay 800 18100

Roller tables kept the particulate matters in suspension. Experiments were conducted in room

temperature (~20°C).
To follow the changes in the size distribution of '34Cs, suspensions were fractionated with

respect to size. To obtain this information, 0.45 pm syringe membrane filters (VWR 0.45
Polyetersulfone (PES) membrane, prod. no. 514-0075) and 10 kDa ultrafiltration membrane
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filters (Amicon Ultra-15 10K Centrifugal Filter Devices operating at 4000 rpm in 15 minutes)

were used according to Salbu.et al., 1985. Fractionations were performed at time intervals, 1

hour, 1 day, 1 week, one and 5 months. The Nal-detector (PerkinElmer 2480 automatic gamma
counter with wizard software) determined the activity in each fraction (LMM, colloidal,

>0.45um).

3.6 Mixing of riverine colloids with brackish water

An aliquot of the riverine colloid suspension marked with 1**Cs was extracted. The contact time
between the riverine colloids and the tracer was 5 days before separation. The activity
concentration of '**Cs associated with the LMM fraction in the riverine colloidal suspension
was excluded by using artificial river water as a washing agent. The riverine colloidal
suspension was diluted and then filtered through a 10 £Da hollow-fiber (SLP 0053, PALL) until

the original volume and TOC was achieved (measured spectrophotometric) (figure 7).

_‘ 3 '.

FIGURE 7 SHOWS THE HOLLOW-FIBER FILTRATION UNIT WITH MESH SIZE
10 kDA EITHER ISOLATING OR REMOVING THE LOW MOLECULAR
MASSES. A PERISTALTIC PUMP PROVIDES VACUUM IN THE SYSTEM.

The washing procedure was repeated three times, assuming removal (dilution) of the LMM

marked fraction. The wastewater was measured on the Nal-detector.
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Samples were prepared in centrifugal tubes (50mL) according to table 2 with three replicates.

Table 2: The mixture ratio of different waters used to prepare the brackish test waters

of different salinities (PSU).

Practical Salinity mL saline water mL colloidal suspension mL artificial river
Unit (PSU) (100 Bg '*7Cs) (marked with 3*Cs) water

1 1.6 10.8 37.6

3 4.7 10.8 34.5

5 7.8 10.8 314

10 15.7 10.8 235

15 235 10.8 15.7

25 39.2 10.8 0

To ensure equal activity and relatively stable speciation of '3’Cs in each replicate, the saline
water from table 2 was added 100 u/ '37Cs tracer solution ('*’Cs activity: 1032 Bg/ml) one day
prior to additional sample preparation. This also allowed some contact time between the saline
water and the tracer. To ensure the tracer was present as Cs-ions, marked saline water was
centrifuged by a 10 kDa ultrafiltration membrane (Amicon Ultra-15 10K Centrifugal Filter
Devices operating at 4000 rpm in 15 minutes) before use and activity in the filtrates analyzed

by the Nal-detector.

Before adding the colloidal suspension to the centrifuge tubes, artificial river water diluted the
marked '*’Cs saline water. This to avoid remobilization of '3*Cs due to high salinity. Roller

tables kept the samples in suspension. Experiment executed at room temperature (~20°C).

To follow the changes in the system and the distribution of '**Cs and '3’Cs species after
introducing the brackish saline water, sampling (~8mL) by syringe was performed after 0.5h,
2h, 5h, 24h, 8 and 30 days of interaction.

To obtain information on the distribution of Cs-species, fractionation by 0.45 pm syringe
membrane filter (VWR 0.45 PES membrane) and 10 kDa ultrafiltration membrane (Amicon
Ultra-15 10K Centrifugal Filter Devices operating at 4000 rpm in 15 minutes, swing-out rotor)
was performed (Figure 8).
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L7 __ - . i
FIGURE 8 SAMPLES FILTERED BY 0.45.uM SYRINGE MEMBRANE FILTER AND 10

KDA ULTRAFILTRATION MEMBRANE.

Thus, size fractionation techniques separated and determined in which size range the '3*Cs and

137Cs species were:

e Particle (clay) (>0.45um)
e High molecular mass (HMM) / colloidal fraction (>10 kDa <0.45 um)
e Low molecular mass (LMM) (<10 kDa)

An analytical balance with an accuracy of 0.001g determined the weights. Appendix B contains
the experimental weights. The activity concentration of '**Cs and '3’Cs in each fraction was
determined by using a Nal-detector (PerkinElmer 2480 automatic gamma counter with wizard

software) (Appendix D).

3.7 Mixing of riverine clay with brackish water

The same method as for the riverine colloids applied when determining the system changes in
the riverine clay suspension. Allowing the clay suspension 6 days of contact time with the '**Cs
tracer prior to mixing with brackish saline water. To avoid sedimentation of the clay in
suspension, clay samples were constantly in movement by roller tables or magnetic stirrers
when preparing aliquots and extracting samples. Appendix A - D contains the analytical weights

and the measurements with the Nal-detector.

3.8 Determination of stable Cs and radiocesium

The activity in samples was counted by using the Nal-detector (PerkinElmer 2480 automatic

gamma counter with wizard software). The Nal-detector has an auto sampler, which allows
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running a large quantity of samples. Three replicates were analyzed and counting time for each
sample was 15 minutes. Analytical blanks determined the background radiation. Standards was
used to ensure low counting errors (137Cs test tube check source, PerkinElmer, IAEA 300/IAEA
373 reference materials). In addition, "house" standards of **Cs and '3’Cs as separate and
mixed solutions was prepared to ensure good specter overlap control and to determine the
counting efficiency within the energy spectra. The wizard software was set up to count both

134Cs and '*7Cs sample at the same time.

To quantify the concentration of stable Cs ('*3Cs) in the experimental waters, [CP-MS (Agilent
8900)) was utilized.

3.9 Data handling

3.9.1 Calculation of activity obtained by the Nal detector
The activity obtained by the Nal detector was adjusted according to background radiation from
analytical blanks and the counting efficiency of the instrument (Equation 4). This gives the

dpm, disintegration per minute.

CPMsample_ CPMblank

DPM =
Efficiency

(4)

Cpm (counts per minutes) is the detected signals from the sample due to radioactive decay, and
dpm is the given activity in a known reference material. Activity of the reference materials are

given in Becquerel, Bq, defined as disintegrations per second (Choppin, G., Liljenzin, J. O. &

Rydberg, J., 2016). By rearranging equation 4, the efficiency of the instrument was obtained.

The quantification limit was calculated based on 10 times the standard deviation of cpm from
10 blank samples. If the cpm sample was lower than the quantification limit, then the activity

could not be quantified in the sample.
K4 was calculated by dividing dpm pr. kg. of particle (dry weight) divided by dpm pr. L water.

The transfer raters, of sorption (K/2) and desorption (K21) illustrated in figure 3, was calculated
by Simonsen M. and Saetra @ (Appendix G).
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3.9.2 Data analysis

The dpm was calculated for all replicates (LMM fraction, colloidal fraction and >0.45um
fraction) and organized in excel. The percentage distribution was calculated and the average of
3 replicates were graphically plotted pr. time or pr. salinity including the standard deviation for

each sample replicate (3 replicates for each salinity).
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4 Results and discussion

4.1 Traceability and precision

The uncertainty and precision of the Nal-detector depends on the counting time and the activity
concentration in the analytical samples. A radionuclide with a high activity will result in many
counts, as this nuclide will readily undergo radioactive decay. Hence, the counting time could
be reduced. If a sample has a low activity, the radioactive decay occurs seldom. By increasing
the counting time, a higher number of counts could be detected by the Nal-detector, and the

standard error is reduced (Choppin, G., Liljenzin, J. O. & Rydberg, J., 2016). If the activity

detected by the Nal-detector is below 10 times the standard deviation of measured blanks, the
activity is below the quantification limit of the Nal-detector and the activity cannot be
quantified. The quantification limit was ~10 and ~5 c¢pm for '34Cs and '*7Cs, respectively. The
HMM/colloidal fraction for both sorption and remobilization was, in general, below the

quantification limit.

By increasing the counting time, the uncertainty could have decreased and a higher activity
(dpm) might been acquired. However, in this thesis, the change in the speciation distribution
was important to monitor and not the exact activity concentration in each sample replicates.
The tracer activity added to the riverine colloid and clay suspensions as well as the saline water

was dependable to provide enough counts to assure that monitoring would be possible.

ICP-MS was employed to determine the amount of stable Cs ('33Cs) in the experimental waters.
Since stable Cs will compete with the radiocaesium, it is important to have knowledge about
the amount of stable Cs in the system. The quantification limit (LOQ) of '*3Cs in freshwater
was 6.0x10* ug/L and for saline water 6.0x10- ug/L. The LOQ for saline water is higher, due
to a 10 times dilution of the samples. The detection limit (LOD) for freshwater and saline water
was 2.0x10** and 2.0x10- correspondingly. The LOD and LOQ were calculated to 3 times and
ten times the standard deviation of the blank samples, respectively. The measurements were

within <1 % of the certified value of the standard used (NIST 1640a).
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4.2 Water chemistry

Table 3 gives an overview of the chemistry of different experimental waters used in the

compartment systems.

Table 3: The chemical composition of experimental waters

Parameter ~ <l0kDa  <045um  <10kDa  <10kDa Saline
Storelva Storelva Artificial water (LMM)
(including  Storelva water
HMM)
pH 6.43 6.63 6.17 7.8
Temperature (°C) 20 20 20 20
Conductivity 41 uS/em 51 pS/cm 32 uS/em 58.3 mS/cm
TOC (mg/L) 3.9 5.8 0.36 2.0
Na(mg/L) 24 2.9 32 11000
Mg(mg/L) 0.74 0.63 0.62 1600
K(mg/L) 0.41 0.48 0.35 420
Ca(mg/L) 1.1 2.0 1.5 430
133Cs (ng/L) 0.023 0.037 0.0061 0.30
CI' (mg/L) 52 4.8 0.3 42400
SO4* (mg/L) 2.6 3.6 13 6300
NOs™ (mg/L) 0.13 0.18 <0.02 12

The amount of stable Cs will influence the binding of radiocesium to colloids and clay minerals,
as stable Cs will compete for available binding seats. This applies for K, Na*, Mg" and Ca" as
well. As expected, there is a high amount of competing ions in the saline water. There is also a
higher amount of stable Cs in the saline water than the riverine water. Thus, assumed a higher

competition of stable cesium with radiocesium in water of high salinity than at low salinity.

4.3 134Cs activity sorption to riverine colloids

The sorption of '3*Cs to riverine colloids from Storelva was investigated and the change in
distribution of the tracer was followed by size fractionations. The distribution of the '**Cs tracer
is presented in figure 9. As the figure indicates, the Cs tracer was mainly associated with the
LMM fraction in the riverine colloids (blue column). After 10 minutes, 2.5 % '3*Cs was

associated with the riverine colloidal fraction, with an increase to 5 % after 5 months sorption
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time. This indicates that the Cs tracer show a minor sorption to the colloidal fraction, and if
sorption happens, the reaction is rapid (1 hour 4.4 %). The bar graph suggests that the sorption
to the colloidal fraction decreases after 5 month, this result could be within the sampling and
measurement uncertainty for the Nal-detector. During the 5 months, there was no detection of
Cs in the >0.45 um syringe filters, which means Cs was not associated with particles in the
colloidal suspension. Visual observations on the syringe filters suggest that there were a small
amount of colloids agglomerated into particles during the 5 months in freshwater. This
experiment is ongoing as a part of another study and further analysis will not be included in this

thesis.

5 month

1 day

1 hour

10 minutes

o

20 40 60 80 100
Percentage, %

B | ow molecular masses ®Colloids ™ Particles

FIGURE 9 SHOWS THE RELATIVE (%) DISTRIBUTION OF "**CS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LMM,
COLLOIDAL AND PARTICLE FRACTION. DURING THE 5 MONTHS, 5 % '**CS HAD SORBED TO THE
RIVERINE COLLOIDS FROM STORELVA. THERE WAS NO AGGREGATION OF COLLOIDS INTO

PARTICLES.
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4.4 Salinity dependent remobilization of '**Cs from riverine colloids

Remobilization of 13*Cs from riverine colloids from Storelva was tested with regards to gradient
saline brackish water. To ensure removal of the '**Cs tracer associated with the LMM fraction
in the riverine colloidal suspension, the colloidal suspension went through a washing procedure
using artificial Storelva water. This washing procedure proved to be too efficient, as it caused
remobilization of the '3*Cs tracer associated with the colloidal fraction in the suspension. This
washing step has been illustrated in figure 10 were the colloidal suspension with tracer were
washed successively with MilliQ water, artificial riverine water and saline water with PSU 30
(5mL of tracer colloidal suspension washed with 5 mL, 5 times). As the figure demonstrates,
washing with 25 mL of water (5 times dilution), regardless of water quality, remobilized the

tracer.

e (),1 hour - MilliQ water

100
90 =1 h - MilliQ water
80
70 24 h - MilliQ water
S
o 60
% 5 month - MilliQ Water
£ 50
38
5 40 =5 month - Artificial Water
o
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20 e 5 month - Seawater, 30 PSU
10
0
0 5 10 15 20 25
mL

FIGURE 10 SHOWS THE SUCCESSIVELY WASHING OF THE CESIUM COLLOIDAL SUSPENSION WITH
MILLI Q WATER, ARTIFICIAL RIVERINE WATER AND SALT WATER WITH PSU 30. AFTER WASHING

WITH 25ML, THE TRACER HAD REMOBILIZED.

Even though there were low levels of 1**Cs tracer left in the colloidal suspension, the experiment
proceeded, and the colloidal suspension was added gradient saline brackish water. As indicated
in figure 11 on the next page, the '3*Cs tracer showed a clear association with the LMM fraction
(95-100 %) and some association with the HMM (0-1%) and the >0.45 um fraction (2-5%) for
all salinities for the entire period of the experiment. This indicates that if '34Cs associates with
riverine colloids, Cs will easily mobilize due to either 1) an increase of river-water with lower
concentrations of Cs, which leads to a dilution or 2) in the presence of brackish saline water,

which introduces competing ions.
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FIGURE 11 SHOWS THE RELATIVE (% ) DISTRIBUTION OF '**CS AT A: 5 HOURS, B: 24 HOURS, C: 8
DAYS AND D: 1 MONTH WITH GRADIENT SALINITY (1, 3,5, 10, 15 AND 25 PSU). AT EXTRACTION
TIME 5H, 24H AND 8 DAYS THE STANDARD DEVIATION IS NOT GRAPHICAL VISUAL, AS FOR 1
MONTH THE STANDARD DEVIATION INCREASED, THIS IS DUE TO AN INCONSISTENCY IN RESULTS

FROM THE NAI-DETECTOR FOR EACH SAMPLE REPLICATE.

As the binding of Cs to colloids occurs through ion exchange (Cornell, R., 1993), and the

electron affinity of Cs is less than other ions (K" and Na+) (Myers, R. T., 1990). Cs is not

readily attracted to the colloids. The degree of Cs binding to colloids is affected by the presence
of other competing ions, the number of binding seats available for cesium on the colloid,
available humic material functional groups for complexation reactions and water chemistry like

pH and salinity (vanLoon G. W. & Duffy S.J., 2011). Even though Cs not readily sorbs to

riverine colloids, some association should be expected. This factor is important in risk

assessments. If there are some Cs association to colloids, this association will most likely
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disrupt the moment the colloids enters brackish waters or in periods with high precipitation or
snow melting that leads to an alteration in the water chemistry and a dilution of the Cs
concentration in water. When this association disrupts, a local increase in LMM Cs™ ions are
expected although elevated dilution processes are ongoing in estuaries (Teien et al., 2006;

Machado et al., 2016; Sanial et al., 2017).

The standard deviation increased at the 1-month extraction time. The counting of the colloidal
and particle fraction by the Nal-detector showed clear inconsistencies (Appendix C). This could
indicate that the samples were heterogeneous. However, it is difficult to conclude as the activity

in some samples were below the quantification limit of the Nal-detector.

Tracer activity detected in the syringe filters (>0.45 um) indicates some agglomeration of
colloids into particles. This activity was however very low. There was a slightly indication that
agglomeration in the lower salinities were higher and that this trend increases by time. Particle

growth (brownish strands) was visually observed in some of the sample replicates.
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4.5 Salinity dependent sorption of *’Cs ions to riverine colloids

137Cs present as ions in saline water was added to the riverine colloids to study the sorption of
radioactive cesium to riverine colloids as a function of gradient salinity. Figure 12 gives a
presentation of the activity (dpm) of 1*7Cs associated with the riverine colloids after one-month

sorption time with gradient salinity.
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FIGURE 12 THE MEASURED ACTIVITY (DPM) OF "*’CS ASSOCIATED WITH RIVERINE COLLOIDS

AFTER ONE-MONTH SORPTION TIME AS A FUNCTION OF GRADIENT SALINITY.

As the figure demonstrates, there were some '3’Cs association with the riverine colloids. The
figure indicates that the '37Cs association with colloids were highest at salinity 5 PSU, although
uncertainties are rather high. The measured activity (dpm) of 37Cs associated with the colloids

in the 5 PSU sample are graphical represented as a function of time (Fig. 13).
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FIGURE 13 THE MEASURED ACTIVITY (DPM) OF "*’CS ASSOCIATED WITH RIVERINE COLLOIDS AT 5
PSU WITH A ONE-MONTH SORPTION TIME.



The figure clearly demonstrates that after one-month sorption time, there was an increase of Cs
associatied with riverine colloids in brackish water with a salinity of 5 PSU. Even though the
measured activity was minor, and most '3’Cs was associated with the riverine LMM fraction
(Appendix D), in risk assessments and models this evident relationship must be accounted for.
As mentioned before, if riverine colloids contaminated with Cs enters high salinity waters,
hence, introducing a high amount of competing ions to the colloids, the Cs would most certain
be desorbed from the particle surface. This will lead to a local increase of LMM Cs* ions even

though there is a high degree of dilution in estuaries (Teien et al., 2006; Machado et al., 2016;

Sanial et al., 2017). As uptake and accumulation of the LMM species in biota are of most

concern, (Teien et al., 2006; Carvalho, 2018), it is important to take into account the Cs

association with both colloids as well as particles in risk assessments and models. If not
accounted for, this could lead to an underestimation of the amount of contaminants present in

river-ocean systems.

4.6 '34Cs activity sorption to riverine clay

The isolated riverine clay fraction was also added '3*Cs to study the sorption of Cs to clay. The
sorption of '3*Cs to the clay displayed a different image than for the colloids. As figure 14
reveals, 98.8 % of the '3*Cs tracer was sorbed to the riverine clay after only one day. After 5
month, the sorption of *4Cs to clay reached 99%, indicating that the sorption of Cs to clay was
rapid and effective in freshwater qualities similar to Storelva. The degree of binding to the clay
(irreversible, fixed, e.g.) is not obtained from size fractionation techniques. Thus sequential

extraction would provide information about this (Qughton et al., 1992; Skipperud, L. & Salbu,

B. 2015 ). However, this was not the scope in this thesis.
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FIGURE 14 SORPTION OF "**CS TO RIVERINE CLAY FROM STORELVA WITH CONTACT TIMES 1 HOUR,

24 HOURS, 1 MONTH AND 5 MONTHS. AFTER 5 MONTH THE SORPTION TO CLAY WAS 99 %.

There were no findings of '3*Cs association with the colloidal fraction, as the remaining fraction

was associated with the LMM fraction in the Storelva clay suspension.

4.7 Salinity dependent remobilization of '3*Cs from riverine clay

Riverine clay was added brackish water with gradient salinities to study the remobilization of
134Cs. Prior to this, the same washing procedure with artificial water was performed on the clay
freshwater suspension as for the colloids, the remobilization of **Cs from clay was minimal

compared to the riverine colloids.

Figure 15 gives a presentation of the relative (%) distribution of '**Cs associated with the LMM
and particle (>0.45 um) fraction for each salinity as a function of time. Figure 16 present the
same data, but gives the relative distribution of '3*Cs associated with the LMM, HMM and
particles (>0.45 um) for each extraction time as a function of salinity. The HMM fraction was
excluded in figure 15, as the **Cs associated with the HMM fraction was minor (0-1 %) as
indicated in figure 16. This could be due to absence of the colloidal fraction in the riverine clay
suspension, resulting in no colloidal fraction in the solution to offer binding seats for Cs or that

the HMM colloidal fraction was aggregating to size fractions larger than 0.45 um.
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Figure 15 demonstrates that the remobilization of '3*Cs associated with clay increased by time.
This trend was also a function of the increasing salinity. After 24 hours, nearly 40 % !34Cs was
associated with the LMM fraction for all salinities. After 8 days and at 25 PSU, there was more
134Cs associated with the LMM fraction than the clay fraction. After 1 month, this appeared at
10 and 15 PSU as well. As for the lower levels of salinity (1, 3 and 5 PSU), there were more
134Cs associated with the clay throughout the experiment. This demonstrates that Cs associated
with riverine clay can remobilize as a function of an increase in salinity and time. The higher

salinities, the more Cs remobilized.

Figure 16 also demonstrates that with an increase in both time and salinity the remobilization

of 134Cs from clay increases, and the remobilization was faster.

This means that if riverine clay containing Cs discharges to the coastal water, Cs" can
remobilize from the clay. When riverine clay enters saline waters, an increase in competing
ions appears (K, Na" and Ca* as well as stable Cs"). This results in an increased ionic strength
of the solution. K* has an especially high affinity to clay, as K* ions are commonly found in

clay minerals, binding the interlayers together (Borrentzen P., Salbu B. 2002). This result in

tracer Cs* ion exchanging with K* (or stable Cs), leaving Cs* ions kept free in solution.

When riverine water meets coastal water, dilution occurs. Riverine particles, like colloids and
clay, will undergo sedimentation in estuaries due to a decrease in the water-flow. Due to their
small size, the LMM fraction would disperse with ocean currents. This again leads to dilution
of the LMM fraction. As demonstrated with models and environmental monitoring programs

(RAME, 2017), detection of radionuclides discharged to the marine environment from far

distances are possible along the Norwegian coastline. This clearly shows that the LMM fraction
has the ability to travel a far distance with the ocean currents, and can then induce harm at other

locations than discharge origin.
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FIGURE 15 REMOBILIZATION OF **CS FROM RIVERINE CLAY AS A FUNCTION OF TIME AND AT
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4.8 Salinity dependent sorption of '*’Cs ions to clay

37Cs present as LMM species in saline water was mixed with freshwater clay to study the
sorption of radioactive cesium. Figure 17 gives the relative (%) distribution of *’Cs for each
salinity as a function of time after mixing, while figure 18 gives the relative (%) distribution of
137Cs for each extraction time as a function of salinity. After 1 month there was more '3’Cs
associated with the clay fraction (>0.45 um) than the LMM fraction at salinity 1 PSU. At
salinities above 1 (3, 5, 10, 15 and 25 PSU) and at all extraction times (2h, Sh, 24h, 8 days and
1 month) there was more '*’Cs associated with the LMM fraction than with clay. At 3 and 5
PSU, after 1 month about 40 % '37Cs was associated with the clay fraction (>0.45 um) as for
10 PSU there were only 25 %. For 25 PSU after 1 month, there were only 9 % associated with
the clay. This indicates that the sorption is salinity dependent and increases with decreasing

salinity.

At salinity 1 PSU, 20 % of the '¥’Cs ions had sorbed to the riverine clay after 0.5 hours. After
1 month, the sorption increased to 54 %. The graph indicates that if the experiment had gone
on for a longer time, the sorption of *’Cs to clay had increased even more. However, the
standard deviation for 1 PSU at extraction time 1 month was very high. This was due to
inhomogeneous samples, with very little clay left in two of the sample replicates. These were
clear outliers and correction for this was made in the graph. For all other salinities, the standard

deviation indicates that there was a good correlation between the replicates.

In this experiment, obviously, there were a competition between the two tracers '3*Cs and '¥'Cs,
over the available binding seats on the clay mineral. As the binding seats might already been

occupied by '3*Cs, this could lead to a lower sorption of 13’Cs to the clay.

The results demonstrated that if '37Cs are present as ions in saline water, sorption to riverine
clay occurs, but the sorption is highly dependent upon salinity, contact time and the presence
of competing ions (e.g. Na*, **Cs). In general, the sorption increased with increasing contact

time and decreasing salinity.
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As indicated in figure 18, '*’Cs showed no sorption to the riverine HMM fraction. However, at

8 days and 1 month there was detection of trace amounts (Appendix C).

4.9 Size distribution dependent upon source

The '34Cs tracer originated from the riverine clay and the '*’Cs tracer from the saline water.
When comparing the LMM association for both tracers at all salinities after 1 month, there
was a lower amount of **Cs associated with LMM than !3’Cs. This indicates that the source
origin of the tracer matters. It can also indicate that some '**Cs has a degree of fixation to the
clay, as maximum of ~60 % could remobilzed from the clay (25 PSU after 1 month). The
experiment lasted for 1 month, there could be a possibility that the remobilization of '3*Cs
from the clay would have continued if conducting the experiment for a longer period. As
demonstrated in figure 15, the remobilization of '3*Cs showed an increasing tendency after 1
month, except for the salinity 1 PSU. At this salinity, a state of equilibrium was suggested.
This was also the case for the '3’Cs tracer, where figure 17 indicates a state of equlibrium at
higher salinity levels (15 and 25 PSU), while the sorption to clay was still increasing at low
salinity levels. In addition, a competition between the two tracers over avaliable binding seats
on the clay mineral should not be ignored. However, the radioactive tracers represents minute

amount of atoms compared to stable Cs in waters (Salbu,

4.10 Apparent Kd as a function of salinity

The distribution of Cs did not reach equilibrium in this experiment. That is why the apparent
Kd is presented. Figure 19 and table 4 show the apparent Kd obtained for clay and water at

different salinity. Appendix F contains the experimental data.

Table 4: Apparent Kd range determined for '3*Cs and '¥’Cs at different salinities. The

unit for Ky is Lkg™! (dw)

Salinity - PSU 134Cs 37Cs
1 215 160
3 147 84

5 150 79
10 107 47
15 99 29
25 73 13
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The K;was calculated by using the dry weight (dw) of clay. Due to the small amount of clay in
each syringe filter, it was not possible to determine the weight of the actual amount of clay for
each sample replicate. Hence, the weight of clay used in the Ky calculations was based on gram
clay per ml solution (see section 3.3 in method and materials). However, due to inhomogeneous
samples, a large uncertainty to this method was detected. Recommended K, values for Cs is 2.9

x10*Lkg™! in freshwater and 2 x10° Lkg™! in saline water (IAEA, 2004: IAEA, 2010). These K,

values suggest orders of magnitude higher values than the K, values obtained in this experiment.
This could be due to an overestimation of the amount of clay in each replicate. Since the
apparent K, values are much lower than recommended K, values, and there is a high uncertainty
in the determination of the weight of the clay, the obtained Ky values should be used with care.

However, the relative changes of K due to the increase in salinity can be used.

In addition, it is important to recognize that the recommended values given by IAEA are for Cs
in freshwater or saline water and are under equilibrium conditions. This experiment was
conducted in brackish waters and equilibrium conditions during the one-month period were not
achieved. However, the Ky values obtained in this experiment should be expected in between

the recommended Ky values.

As mentioned in the introduction, a high Ky indicates that the element is particle-reactive or
non-conservative. Meaning that the element shows a higher fixation to the sediments, which
leads to a low mobility. A low K; means there is an increase in the mobility and the element is
conservative (i.e., non-reactive), meaning it is kept in solution. The K; obtained in this
experiment indicates a decreasing values when the salinity increased by a factor of 3 for '3*Cs
and 2 for 137Cs. The change in K, with increasing salinity clearly demonstrates that Kd is highly

dependent on site-specific conditions.

The Kd is said to be time dependent. As demonstrated in the figures below, the Kd will change
with time until equilibrium condition is reached. These alterations are important to recognize,
as they will make it easier to understand why a system is in constant change. Ion-exchange
properties effects the system, as Cs will both sorb and desorb at the same time. The interaction
or contact time between Cs and clay is important, as this can ultimately lead to a fixation of Cs

in the interlayer clay mineral.

As demonstrated by Berrentzen and Salbu (2002), sequential extraction can be utilized to
evaluate the degree of binding of Cs in clay. This technique used water and chemicals with

different extraction strength. The stronger extraction chemicals needed to break the bindings
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the higher degree of fixation to the clay are expected. In this experiment, after one year of
contact time between tracer and clay, the tracer was regarded fixed, and could not be extracted.

At this point, a state of equilibrium or at least pseudo-equilibrium was obtained.

Equilibrium condition in nature is hard to achieve, as water-sediment systems are in constant
change (water flow, waves, precipitation, sedimentation, particle growth, weathering of
sediments during storms e.g.). In this work, closed compartment systems without external
influence were employed. If the experiment had been conducted for a longer period, a state of

equilibrium might have been achieved.
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4.11 Transfer rates

The estimated sorption and desorption rates are presented in table 5 and 6 respectively.
Appendix G gives an overview of the methodology and results for the calculations of transfer

rates.

Table 5: The estimated transfer rates from the ¥’Cs sorption data. Units of the

transfer rates are s-1.

Salinity -PSU kl k2

1 4.448 x 10 3.771 x 10
3 3.804 x 10 6.069 x 10
5 3.124 x 10° 5217 x 10
10 1.734x 10 4.872 x 10
15 1.452 x 106 6.608 x 10
25 1.717 x 10 1.777 x 10"

Table 6: The estimated transfer rates from the 134Cs remobilization data. Units of the

transfer rates are s-1.

Salinity - PSU k1 k2

1 - -

3 7.354x 106 6.679 x 106
5 8.331x10° 7.462 x 10
10 5.742 x 106 7.056 x 106
15 5217 x10° 6.964 x 106
25 4174 x 10 7.623 x 106

Results show that both the sorption and desorption rates are in the same magnitude in brackish
water of low and high salinity. In general, the sorption rates (k/) seems to decrease by salinity
by a factor of 2, while the desorption rates (k2) are not dependent upon salinity. The distribution
of Cs is, however, dependent upon salinity, thus the time to reach equilibrium will depend upon

salinity.

The estimated transfer rates utilized in a kinetic model could give an estimate of the dispersal
of Cs in Storelva and into the Sandnesfjord. In case of an adverse event with a release of
radiocesium, utilizing this model could be a useful tool for deciding on countermeasures or in

a risk assessment perspective, to plan for adverse events.
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5 Sources of errors

The concentration of stable Cs was not quantified in the riverine clay. Stable Cs could interfere
with the sorption to clay for both tracers, as stable Cs will occupy binding seats on the clay.
This could lead to a lower degree of sorption for the tracers towards the clay. However, the
amount of clay present in the experiment was thought to offer sufficient binding seats for both

tracers, hence the concentration of stable Cs in clay was neglected.

The '37Cs was added each sample replicate by pipette (100 ul). This could give a variation in
the activity among replicates, and increase the standard deviation of the mean. The activity of
the tracer determined by the Nal-detector was also included in the evaluation of the accuracy
of the pipetting. The variation of this pipetting was approximately 1 %. It is eligible to believe

that the same uncertainty will apply for the mentioned above sampling.

When extracting samples, the distribution of clay in the suspension showed an uneven
distribution. Samples were collected with syringe from the suspension, and the content of clay
in each collected sample was not constant. This became clear for the samples extracted after
one month. The syringe filters were weighed empty and with clay to determine the clay content
in each sample and to normalize the data. However, the weight of clay was only minor
compared to the weight of the filter making this estimate uncertain. For some of the syringe
filters the tared weight came out negative. Some samples became clear outliers due to visual
observations of small clay amounts and a low counting result on the Nal-detector compared to
equal replicates. Due to this, clear outliers were removed, as they affected the presentation of

the results.

The K4 values obtained for Cs in this experiment were much lower than reported Ky values for
Cs. This could be due to an uncertainty in the determination of amount clay in each sample

replicate.

When centrifuging samples, some of the fluid did not pass the centrifugal filter. There was a
small residue in fraction (>/0 kDa). The residue would have been analyzed as the HMM
fraction, but could likely be LMM or a mix of HMM and LMM, the residue was therefore
removed. Thus, it could lead to an overestimation of measured activity in the HMM fraction.
The residue was not retained, nor analyzed on the Nal-detector and is therefore unaccounted

for. In fact, the fraction of LMM should thus be slightly underestimated.
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Working with tracers, some common errors are necessary to take into account. Number one is
the half-life of the tracer and number two is loss of tracer during sample preparation. The half-
life of both Cs tracers is relatively long (2 and 30 years) so for most sorption experiments
(months to years) the half-life of '3*Cs must be accounted for. This experiment is still ongoing.
When washing the clay and colloidal suspension with artificial water, some leakages due to
damaged tubes caused some loss of tracer. Loss of tracer can also happen due to the tracers’

ability to sorb to surfaces like for instance the centrifugal tubes or syringes.
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6 Suggestion to further investigations

The sorption study of '3*Cs to clay and colloids are ongoing. To obtain more results and to
conclude whether the sorption to colloids decreases or increases by time, this experiment still

needs following up. As results indicate so far, there seems to be a small decrease in the sorption.

The actual amount of clay present in the syringe filters should be determined, and the K, values
obtained in this thesis should be corrected for the actual amount of clay present in each sample
replicate. This would reduce the uncertainty regarding the weight determination of clay and

might provide more accurate Ky values.

To better achieve information on K; under equilibrium conditions, the sorption and

remobilization experiments should last for longer periods to prove if the calculated Ky is correct.

To evaluate the degree of binding of '3#Cs to clay, sequential extraction should be utilized. This
would provide information about 3*Cs fixation to clay in estuarine waters. Thus improving the
model, not only containing a two-box model, but a three-box model; dissolved, reversible

sorption to particles and irreversible sorption to particles.

Further investigations of establishing methods to obtain information on Cs associated with the

HMM fraction is also needed, as this were not fully obtained in this experiment.

In this master thesis, radioactive Cs tracers were used and the results obtained will provide
useful information regarding transfer rates for Cs implemented into the transfer model
developed by Simonsen et. al. (2019). Further research using other tracers or trace metals with
different physico-chemical properties would give useful input information to the transfer
model. For instance, experiments regarding element speciation of cadmium (Cd) would be
useful, as there are still substantial levels of Cd in the terrestrial environment due to industrial

activities (Norwegian Environmental Agency, 2017) that could impose a risk to the estuaries

and the marine environment due to river run-offs.
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7 Conclusion

The overall goal of this master thesis was to establish information on the transfer of Cs species
in fresh waters to coastal areas. Hence, the work would focus on the dynamic water-sediment

distribution coefficients and transfer-rates of Cs species as a function of salinity.
The hypotheses was:

HO: The distribution coefficient (Ks) of Cs between radioactivity in water and sediment is

dynamic and dependent on salinity and will vary in brackish water with increasing salinity.

H1: Remobilization of Cs from river transported colloids and particles is more prominent for

the marine transport than sorption of Cs to surfaces in saline waters.

7.1 Assessments of the hypothesis

HO was supported, as the distribution coefficient (K;) wass clearly dynamic and highly site
specific. The distribution of Cs, both remobilization and sorption, changed by time. The salinity
was a direct cause to an increase in the remobilization of '34Cs from clay, and clearly interfered
with the sorption of '*’Cs to clay. The distribution of Cs changed when the surroundings
changed; an increase in salinity caused an increase in remobilization, and a decrease in the

sorption.

H1 was supported, as the sorption of Cs to surfaces in saline waters was lower than the
remobilization due to the presence of competing ions. The sorption was at is minimum due to
the high levels of competing ions in saline waters. When Cs associated with riverine colloids
or particles transports to the ocean, remobilization will occur due to the increase of competing
ions. This will increase the concentration of LMM Cs” ions. As uptake and accumulation of

LMM species are of key concern, this could lead to adverse effects for marine biota in estuaries.

Water-sediment distribution coefficient (Ky), transfer rates for sorption (k/2) and desorption
(k21) for Cs as a function of salinity were established in this thesis. The K, obtained did not
reach the state of equilibrium within 1 month. The apparent K, range was calculated and
indicated a decreasing value as a function of increasing salinities, thus Cs is considered

conservative (i.e. non-reactive) and is kept in solution.

The transfer rates, both sorption and desorption, were in the same order of magnitude in
brackish water with low and high salinity. In general, the sorption rates (k/) seemed to decrease

by salinity by a factor of two, while the desorption rates (k2) were not dependent upon salinity.
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The distribution of Cs was, however, dependent upon salinity, thus the time to reach equilibrium

conditions will depend upon salinity.

The estimated transfer rates utilized in kinetic models could provide predictions of the dispersal
and time dependent distribution of species of Cs in the estuaries of Sandnesfjord, thus providing
useful information when performing risk assessments for instance in the event of a release with

Cs.

To monitor the distribution of Cs, size-fractionations techniques were utilized. However, to
gain information of the degree of fixation of Cs to clay minerals, sequential extractions could

be used.

Further investigations regarding the information of the speciation of radionuclides and trace
elements are also needed. The speciation is important to incorporate into kinetic transfer models
as the speciation will affect the transport of elements in the marine environment. As
demonstrated in this thesis, increasing salinity would change the system and hence the

distribution of Cs species changed.
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9 Appendix
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Appendix A - Experimental weights clay
Appendix B — Experimental weights collloids
Appendix C — Activity in clay

Appendix D — Activity in colloids

Appendix E — Clay content

Appendix F - Distribution coefficient, Ky

Appendix G - Determination of transformation rates
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9.5 Appendix E — Clay content
Table E1: Results from determining gram clay per liter by pipetting 1 ml of the clay suspension,
drying (60-C) and determining weight with an analytical balance (Accuracy 0.0001 g).

Sample (1 ml) Clay (g)
1 0,0065
2 10,0070
3 - 0,0069
Average
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9.6 Appendix F: Distribution coefficient, K4
Table F1: Apparent distribution coefficient for 13*Cs and '37Cs at salinity 1 PSU.

Hours

0,5 2 5 24 192 720

701 410 328 219 226 215

31 45 61 78 128 161

Table F2: Apparent distribution coefficient for '**Cs and '*’Cs at salinity 3 PSU.

Hours

0,5 2 5 24 192 720

441 354 267 208 188 147

28 27 38 52 88 84

Table F3: Apparent distribution coefficient for **Cs and '*’Cs at salinity 5 PSU.

Hours

0,5 2 5 24 192 720

427 333 236 204 173 150

17 23 25 41 70 79
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Table F4: Apparent distribution coefficient for '**Cs and '*’Cs at salinity 10 PSU.

Hours

0,5 2 5 24 192 720

369 268 197 182 141 107

12 16 16 25 39 47

Table F5: Apparent distribution coefficient for **Cs and '*’Cs at salinity 15 PSU.

‘ Hours

| 0,5 2 5| 24] 192|720

322| 285| 266| 172| 148] 99
8 11| 14 19| 29| 29

Table F6: Apparent distribution coefficient for '3*Cs and '*’Cs at salinity 25 PSU.

‘ Hours

| 0,5 2 5| 24] 192|720

390 309 224 155 131 73
7 10 10 14 19 13

79



08

[}

apnpmape o op e Sapansslisr dranoe o o po el o oss e o
[OVETI RS SO0 EL S[) O] S5l PO VRN W U] IO ST 1L P ORI S VL a0

i) Y+ L BT — 0R0) = (170

iy
- e
(et = (Ray)

S IR LILLY AL o] TIey _”m.u_ froe _”_r._ _“_..:__..__.._“_.m.v._ THIUTL e

i1 g="0
o () oo (o0 3] Furey

.|._n_...-|.u|"“_..-....u _“_._..-u.__“_.__h._.._.rﬁ_uﬁu ..-._.._ .rnu Uhm. Hu._“_._u ..._”_..._..-._u._.u...:._..r.-._._.

(1l Fy =
T

(i ot + "oy —-=0n
ErILL =LY _”_ | _..H.. = 1| SIOCLIEIr .._“n_._.._.__h_._._“_.m.y._ e ]

(0=1 1% B3 worel [T (e g st 0Ry an

) g+ p-2(gd —3) ="
O] [RAELICPEIIAD] TR[LITL 6] TIED T[T
) gd- E._uu
(&3] wW— = ]
A g-"0
Tupard
] _ M-, 0
(Ll uﬁ.%uuua = %
s O ey
=B _”u_.._.._._._:....n ..___. e _“_._..__..__.._“_.m.”..._ _._”._..__H_._._.....“_._u_”u_ J.:uq_.._ | _U =1 .._“_._:_.E ._,_u.._“_._u._:.._-.r...._.__“_._. .p:
. wm
. —_ W S
(] (& — Fa)w Tom
EE T
I
i) i k. d
Ty
el
(v H+ly=n

Spsperinn pane (£ i (1) Sy

LA PO LI BT IO o] PSTLRL “JUEr T oo [MLTIOCEYEL [ERlr] T[] ...p._.._...-._._:_._._._.
s PRA[ERARLT M) a0 LLesag L_“_._..__..__H_.m.y._ Bl L B s VR LR B L g L

(%] 1="0+"%
I SAMO[[O) 1L e (1) Sy
B _m — w
izl ot — Tty op
P
B +m _—
i % + M0 = o

ey SLO[o) se[) AN e
@] AWUL IR O] EIaART 9] O] PSSR are sesaoond oty 7 Tog wr peaprees sw
Wpariedsa fworydmos pae worpdaosap ) Swagrosep Ry pue Ty sl e
UIEPSTEES TPILY SILOTLMAL] S]] LRagpe o) [REIiLse ol soesood mor e unmparer). ey,

L3RR AL L PO TS ST .._._..__.IE.

Fy
E E
pos -— W
Ly {

o
LOPLMEL PIIOS ST P D TOTLRLE YT ST OEL POPTATE 0] ER UOTIECIR
STIEND [WLEN] SN[ PRLCE CERRCCE ML SOOTLoe OR TPILM R 51U AR o] ol Sepsmoe
Or] O] [RAUIIEEY ST UOTIRITED QRN [WOL T[], C(SRmae 10 SRt
-med o pumon) prpos pue (UOTHRos e o pasossTp) AT SSILO) [HOOE
=g Anp el vy w9 T SapITTIIOMEL S0y PIOEE) o S TR SIS Ay,

suorjenbe jo uoneAlaq |
6102 ‘62 THdy
BIEE PULAALE) “wasTonng suie]y

simeuInsean vorjdiosap pue worydios
M0} sa)el woljeuuojsuer} jo uoljetiuLaia(]

SoJel UOT)BULIOJSUBI) JO UOIIBUIULIAR(] - :0) XIpuaddy

L6



18

S e pe s wondeog sy morp ponne o sannes T B
(vymod prep} (BT} wonwils g e a3 30 (W o} widos pEameg g ol

L]

i 151
u il m & i “ u Ll = & _.
Fr- wr-

£ L4

or- L

"y

Er- Ei- 2

= (-
na .-
(LD [T
i i
u il w i i u a i i 1 oy
wr- wr-
r r

P E

£

LENG g OT ®ALLT o DT % ATLT 4%
OEET 50T X 8009 o 01 X &SFT 41
WA o OT XELEF 0T X FELT 0
G0 a0 X LTES -0 X ¥ETE 4
LT a-0T * GO0S 50T X WRE ¢
1T 5 OTXTILE o DT X8FFF 1

"M &l Ty "5

EE MGIEIENTI F PAP G C 8 G0 sae0 SESIEn) a1 pe Sinm g, 9 S s o
) ey wancloos 7, @ IO Sonpes PR PANE S SpEInen) PO mun s Ay, T AR,

g pegopd e s
RAEER LR L i _.....,._._“_".“_ﬂ_”m.h.u_.bn.u _H_:_m,._._..—,h_:p.ﬁ A[] WLOL ] PR WO =it u....I. T.H....n..m_ .._E. LA

g preopd aae sOrRIy e

(4] woay penrrep)o aras saads §o ool g ST I0) S [RREErsr AT[ETIAT
-eg gl saald () worpeibe o (7 apel) SR LI perOwirEe e S
1AL UL TLAET]S ade sones Py g Sy Ly prarnepoo A sy
[ SO N4 0T ) 0 = 2 1 SeIiEA Sl o) e adas (DR | sapes [erim sy,
AILIEUTEES poAw o @y, T tpiea persmpee s oery pseee gl 1w anpes ™o ol o
Qi oz [Py | sanpes wonerpmbe gy porpemn acenbe Qe anpl AN RIS
(o] sadops Twpaper g Frgowopoaiopd e (F1] AN pOmmeLo Satpes anpl o Sy

o Py
ol e
Ly
. Pafi+t_
sy o =4

1) Tupal A By pae Ty so0wn mpEnery
L IEIENSD RS G T MOND] o TR PR e (TEL = 1 A UEsT = 1)
sl G P s ST 1R TR SRS anf L (4 ) sanpes T e
=~ Appemenla arpl o odofs gl op R SRS GATLS BT VLS O] C o]

SYUaT
“tiadya vorpdios oy woayp wrep jo worpenpddy §



sl mon o vy . o) avarg scxsds (e o] wmxard )
e e (o Sy SiE | EIET PO SRR perieam pue paremisy § g

IIIIIIIIII 3 N Es  wM N e @k mi 3

3 T i

3

s

wpnaerEGs mworiloos 97, S AN EAIe0 (SO DS panap= R
ELE] .En_”_.____u._._.mﬂ._ruw... e ?.mﬂs.,h u_“n..l.___...&_n.r. =g A .i..”_. WIpr mapEmery ¥ H._Em.m.

Ii¥Sd| A
- nr 1 ot 5 n.E

g
%
m Iy ST T I ey ST 5
7 B ] — X o Wl e — ™
L} DRSS SE T e PR S s )
g PO PR
= w8 01 e
Lot
INIsg [0

kl\‘\h\a i
" i
o o 7 ?
ey ST . \
e el — W T — [ P9
DS S L [ |
FeraE e P M




€8

“mirswanlcs
oy pereEop o ur s e asrpelon S pesines S ange (1] morpeiba e papem
R oY Jom PRl Rper mpwer) o) sy pe tedops sy Sepl (g 1 an wope
EPON WX PRI pe spnan Ll ._.E"_m_.-ﬁu.u.j.._ N[} UL AR )0 wa e T Hursn
(svmond prey ) (1) wonenba p SnEs Sy g0 (suy anp) wdoy panmroyg ¢ andig

- (LT
u L1 [ [ 3 [ il [ ]

ui L ] &

1w

)

Lo
1
m
KD
N ==
ui [ = i .
-

/

i

FH0 01 X EEDL 0T X FLTF %
GRLD o 0T X PRED o 0T X LTES 41
FIv'0 0T % 950°L G- 0F *gkL'S O]
YT 0T = EOVL O *TEEE ¥
TOTT - OT X EL0D  p OF X PREL &
LT - - 1
. | | £_ [

wsauorsnn e o Py ampps |8 aresage s napanery o)) e S0 s ] SIS o) ps pgy
e woncliop w7y, L S UIRI] SApEA PP SR SpEINED PRRarns ALY, CE e,

"L Sy poeiopd e s g
ol 1w siemkiadxe worplesap ) wogp pearepgo sotpes Pyopae Sy Cly oo
OO T TLAET[E aXE sspes P g By Ly parneppo Sppemrenod e ey

dp g preppepel are saATTLy P s Sfpesr A
SEL E [ =0 SEneLE o uory e W) pemine e SIoTEARL] IO REITEGELOS 1],

o g up peopd ame sadops
PRI ED O], CHERL TapETOADL )] WL o) Pl o samned e moppdiacess
E by L TROMY SATUEA CSRELmd torilos s o S sl o) ARy

Sjua It
~tadxa uorpdiosep oy woay wyep jo vorpesddy ¢



¥8

o

S WlIoR i), A $ OO PIURN0 (Frce-d S -
e .E"_“_.tu.__.nﬂ._.uﬂ_ e _“.___n_qn.:r umﬂ_.rmnﬁ A= A ._H”_. WAL TapEmery aaq, G u...:h.nm.

Iisd| Kuapg

ofE or et n

0

Za
o

m a0

£

e

m 2

=

HP

» 0T

Lot

) %1 S30R1 REURIL

wapmacks (e syumod e |
papm pare (waurp spmd s} T P HIMEERSR pOOasan pae pelannss o arndng




85






5 Norges milje- og biovitenskapelige universitet Postboks 5003
I_ J Noregs miljg- og biovitskapelege universitet NO-1432 As
N Norwegian University of Life Sciences Norway




